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PRINCIPAL  
Asha Rathod 
 
VICE-PRINCIPAL 
Sean Yao 
 
SUPERINTENDENT  
Peter Tse 
 
TRUSTEE 
Billy Pang 
 
 
 
SCHOOL DAY TIMES 
 
8:25am  
 Entry Bell 
 
8::35-10::15am 
 Learning Block 
 
10:15-10:45am 
 Recess 
 
10:45am-12:25pm 
 Learning Block 
 
12:25-1:25pm 
 Lunch 
 
1:05-3:05pm 
 Learning Block 
 
3:05pm  
 Dismissal 

A Message from the Administrative Team 

February was a very busy month at Buttonville Public School. Students were engaged 
in a wide variety of activities both in and outside of their classrooms. Our students par-
ticipated in many events such as celebrating Lunar New Year and Black History Month. 
Thank you to our staff for all their efforts and commitment. 

This year the Board’s focus areas for improvement continue to be: Modern Learning, 
Math and Mental Health and Well-Being. As a school we continue to engage in profes-
sionnal learning. We are learning different ways to approach mathematics with our stu-
dents. We will be learning more about pedagogical documentation and the use of tech-
nology in order to provide a variety of assessment opportunities for our students in the 
area of modern learning.  As a staff we are learning different ways to support mental 
health, some things we are exploring are activities around mindfulness, healthy living 
and brain function. 

We are in the process of organizing for the next school year. If you know you will be 
moving out of the Buttonville area, please let the office know as it is important for us to 
have accurate student enrollment numbers to determine staffing.  

Thank you to our School Council for providing hot chocolate to our students once 
again this month. This warm, sweet treat was appreciated by everyone.  

We would like to wish everyone a safe and relaxing March Break with family and 
friends. 

 

                                               Asha Rathod       Sean Yao 

Principal               Vice Principal 

 A Message from the Trustee 

With report cards coming home, this is a good time of year to review your child’s progress and to set 
goals for the rest of the school year. 

As trustees, our goals are set out in the Board Multi-Year Plan. In the coming months, trustees will be 
reviewing and updating this plan. This process will include opportunities for public input, and trustees will 
be out in the communities talking about this. More information will be shared about this in the spring.   

Developing and reviewing the Multi-Year Plan is just one of our responsibilities as publicly elected offi-
cials. Trustee responsibilities also include hiring the Director of Education, setting Board policies and 
the annual budget, and communicating with the public. 

This is a good time to learn more about the role of trustees with the next municipal election taking place 
later this year on October 22, 2018. York Region District School Board has 12 trustees, elected by rate-
payers. As a trustee, listening and communicating with families is an important part of my role. Students, 
families and members of the public are welcome to attend and observe any public Board, Advisory or 
Board Committee meetings and to share their views with us on policy and Board governance.   

As we move into the second half of the year, I hope that you are seeing evidence of your child’s learning 
and progress, and finding opportunities to get involved in their learning and the life of the school. 

I wish you all the best for a successful second term. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Billy Pang - Markham Wards 2, 3 and 6  
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 A Message from School Council 

Only a few more weeks until March Break! Wow, the school year is zooming by! Before we break for the holiday, 
please don’t forget our monthly lunches. Pasta from Mother’s Deli is scheduled for Tuesday March 6th, Mr. Sub is 
scheduled for Tuesday March 20th, and Mr. Greek is scheduled for Tuesday March 27th. Also the sale of popcorn & 
cookies will be happening for $1 each on Thursday March 1st and Thursday March 22nd at lunch time. Please note if 
school buses are cancelled due to the weather conditions, these lunches as well as pizza will be cancelled and re-
scheduled at a later date!! 

We would like to thank all the School Council volunteers that came in once again to help serve hot chocolate to all the 
children at recess on Thursday February 15th. We hope the children enjoyed it as much as we did!! As a preventative 
measure, we have also arranged another visit from The Lice Lady on March 28th and April 3rd to see the students. 
We hope everyone has a great March Break! Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday April 25th at 6:30 p.m. in 
the library, all are welcome. 

 

Sincerely, 

Neely Noticewala and Imma Petrou 

Hot Chocolate  Day 

Thank you to our School Council  for organizing our Hot Chocolate Day! Our students enjoyed the warm 
treat. 
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Curriculum Corner 

It is very important both to listen to children read aloud and to continue to read to them even after they become inde-
pendent, fluent readers. There are many different ways of reading together: taking turns reading pages, reading in unison 
and stopping to talk throughout the reading. Children choose books about topics that interest them, and your interest in 
the same books will lead to rich conversations that will build talking and listening skills.  -Ministry of Education1 

Tips For Supporting Reading Comprehension 

 Go back and reread. 
 Read ahead to clarify meaning. 
 Identify what it is you don’t understand: a word, a sentence or a concept/big idea 
 If it is an unknown word read beyond it and see if the meaning is clarified or think about the text and infer 

what the word may be about 
 If it is a sentence in a picture book, look at the pictures 
 Keep sticky notes with you as you read, write down any questions that come to your mind as you read, 

write down any connections that you make  

 ~Adapted From 7 Keys To Comprehension~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 60% of the power used by a computer is by the monitor! The other 40% is used to keep 
your hard drive spinning and to power the electronics. In fact less energy is consumed when computers and 
monitors are turned off (as often as required) than when left on over time. All electronic devices use more en-
ergy when left on, as opposed to being turned on and off as needed.      

 

 

 

All students in Grades 3 and 6 will be participating in the 2018 Provincial Assessment of Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics this Spring. Please avoid withdrawing your child for holidays or making appointments for your 
child during the school day between May 22nd  and June 4th, 2018. We will communicate further information 
regarding the assessments in the near future.  

ECO Corner 

  EQAO for Grade 3 and 6 
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Terry Fox  

For the month of February,  our fabulous grade 8 Equity Student Leaders, have gone into various classrooms to teach students 
about three significant events that took place in February:  Lunar New Year, Black History Month, and Pink Shirt Day.  Students in 
the classes had the opportunity to complete a craft or activity.   

For Lunar New Year the students learned about the history of Lunar New Year then made lanterns and were able to display them 
during our dragon parade.  

For Black History Month, students were read a story about the importance of quilts and how quilts helped slaves on their journey to 
freedom.  Students coloured quilt patches which formed a beautiful class quilt.  

For Pink Shirt Day, the leaders taught the students about the importance of inclusion and how someone’s words and actions can 
affect others.  Students made cards with positive messages placed inside.  

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 Student Equity Team  

This week, we received our official stamp from the Terry Fox Foundation to add to our certificate that hangs in the 
front hallway of the school. Through the generous donations of our Buttonville community this year, we raised an 
impressive $7,022.00 for the Terry Fox Foundation. Special thanks must be directed to the Grade 8 student leaders: 
Audrey, Brooke, Ethan, Hannah, Jaedyn, Kate, Keona, Lauren, Mya and Teagan for their  exceptional dedication and 
hard work. Well done, Bulldogs! 
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Me to We  -  Valentine sales  

Library News  

Library is a busy place at Buttonville. Our students have been learning and playing chess at morning recess. 
It's amazing to watch the proficient players gently and patiently instruct and guide the inexperienced or 
newer players. Their behaviour exemplifies the Tribes focus of our school, which is students helping students 
regardless of age or grade. They participate with each out of a love for chess and a desire to support others 
who do as well. 

 

 

Also, our Maker Space is now open and accommodating classes and groups of students as they explore a 
variety of resources to creatively find solutions to challenges posed by the teachers and each other. We will 
be including more classes in the coming months. It's fantastic to see how each group uses the space and 
materials in different ways and to watch the students combine their ideas and talents.  

We have added quite a few new books to our collection, in part as a result of money raised through Book 
Fair, and now have a substantial number of books about First Nations themes, social justice concerns, 
book sets for classroom use and graphic novels. In an effort to meet the ever changing needs and interests 
of our Buttonville students, we have created a library survey which students will be completing. The infor-
mation will be used to inform future purchases and programming.  

For Valentine’s Day, the ME to WE committee members decided to raise money for a very worthy 
cause...Healthcare in Kenya.   

In Kenya, becoming sick can cause a family to go further into poverty, which continues the cycle of families 
becoming even more sick.  Often families in this situation do not have access to doctors, medication, or 
knowledge to help people overcome or to prevent them from becoming sick.   

When families have access to healthcare, they can keep their families fed, their children in school, and even 
run farms.  Having this access will help pull these families out of poverty.   

When our students bought fuzzies, bracelets, and even the cupcakes, we raised over $300 to help support 
this worthy cause!   

 

Thank you for your help! 

The ME to WE Committee. 
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 Earth Hour  -  March  24, 2018 

Earth Hour began in 2007 in Sydney, Australia and quickly grew to a global phenomenon. By 2009 Earth 
Hour grew to over 4,000 cities, including 73 national capitals and nine of the world’s 10 most populated cities. 
In Canada over half of the Canadian adult population (over 10 million people) switched off their lights! The 
goal is to get as many individuals and businesses as possible to turn off their lights for one hour to raise 
awareness about climate change and demonstrate that people are ready to take personal action. Everyone in 
Canada is encouraged to participate in Earth Hour, it is a simple way to show that you want to be part of the 
solution and sends a powerful message to others that, together our small actions can make a big difference. 
Earth Hour is a straight-forward way for York Region’s municipalities and citizens to take action and celebrate 
our existing efforts to fight climate change. Take this opportunity to spend time with family and friends cele-
brating Earth Hour. Find creative ways to spend an hour in the dark. For more information and ideas visit 
www.earthhourcanada.org.  

Looking for summer learning and fun activities for students entering Senior Kindergarten to Grade 8? Sum-
mer Institute offers academic, recreational and athletic programs and activities with intentional links to the  

Ontario Curriculum. 

 

The program runs for six weeks during July and August. It is offered at 11 school sites around York Region. 

For more information on dates, programs and locations, please visit the Summer Institute page on 
www.yrdsb.ca. 

Registration opens March 7.  Families can now register online, as well as in person or by mail. 

 

Base Registration Weekly Fees:  

York Region District School Board students: $105 (4 day weeks) $120 (5 day weeks) 

Non- York Region District School Board students: $130 (4 day weeks) $155 (5 day weeks) 

Summer Institute 
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 Save the Date—Upcoming Town Halls 

 Lunar New Year Celebration at Buttonville P.S. 
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Buttonville students had the opportunity to dance and have fun with friends! We extend our sincere appreciation to all 
those who have made donations!  As always, we’re grateful to be part of a community that is so willing to give to the 
school.  We raised over $10,000….Thanks to you!!   

 Dance-a-Thon  

KDG’s and Grade 1’s shaking it up!  
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Upcoming Dates / Events 

Mar 1, 22 Popcorn & Cookie Sales 

Mar 6 Mother’s Deli Lunch 

Mar 7, 21, 28 Pizza Day 

Mar 12 to 16 March Break—NO SCHOOL 

Mar 20 Mr. Sub Lunch 

Mar 27 Greek Lunch 

Mar 27 Lice Crew 2nd Check 

Mar 30 Good Friday—No School 

April 2 Easter Monday—No School 

 April 9 Graduation Photo Day For Senior Kindergarten and Gr. 8’s 

April 3 Lice Crew 2nd Check for Absentees 
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